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EXCITING DEVELOPMENTS: Hope Village Work Begins this Fall in Lutukira 

 
Clean and abundant water is essential before building residential housing for the most vulnerable 
children in Lutukira, Tanzania near Songea. Songea’s Kids is extremely grateful for a generous gift 
from philanthropist Mrs. Leslys Vedder to provide this water. A 100 meter well will be drilled in 
September/October of this year on 23 acres provided by 
our NGO partner, Hope Village Organization (HVO). It will 
be named in memory of Mrs. Vedder’s late husband 
James Vedder, PhD, scholar, professor and 
physicist.  After six years of visioning and planning with 
architects, engineers and local Tanzania leaders, 
Songea’s Kids will take the first step to make Hope 
Village a reality. During a 2014 site visit, volunteer 
hydrogeologist Charles Ellingson thoroughly investigated 
the land and selected a well site well. HVO signed a 
contract with PNR, a Tanzania drilling company, to drill 
the well. A grant from the Episcopal Diocese of Olympia 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) is also providing 
some support for the project.                          
        Leslys Vedder and Songea’s Kids President Linda Hines 

 

“SHARE THE JOY” Challenge Fund: Double your Gift to the Orphans 
 
From the Challenge donors: “We have been blessed throughout our 60 years of 
marriage. We believe passionately in what Songea’s Kids is doing for orphan 
children in Africa who have no other resources or help. Remember Jesus said:  
‘Whatever you do for the least of these, you do for me.’ We will match up to a 
total of $1,000 each new donation to Songea’s Kids received by August 31, 
2015. We pray that each donor will feel as much JOY in giving as we do.”  
 
To make a gift, go to the secure donate page at www.songeaskids.org or send a 
check to Songea’s Kids, 3020 Issaquah Pine Lake Rd SE #539, Sammamish 
WA 98075. Designate the gift to Share the Joy Challenge Fund. Thank you! 

 
 

CLEAN WATER FOR KIDS: Successful Textiles Drive 
 

Clean Water for Kids unwanted textiles drive collected 5,556 
pounds, resulting in a payment from Clothes for the Cause of 
$1,161.20. Added to that was an $800 matching grant from Thrivent 
Financial East King County Chapter. The grand total income for 
Songea’s Kids came to $1,961.20. Thank you to Laurie and Julie for 
coordinating the drive. Enthusiastic participation from many other 
volunteers who donated bags made this possible. We could not 
have achieved this without everyone’s participation.  
 

Follow & Like Us On     and    
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2015 EVENTS: Mark Your Calendar   
 

Saturday, July 25, 1-3 pm  
Songea’s Kids Forum: Come and bring others to a free informal gathering of volunteers, 
sponsors and their guests. Meet each other and learn more about our child sponsor system, 
Tanzania projects and future plans. Bring along your insights, ideas and suggestions to share 
with our board and advisory groups that will help us continue accomplishing our mission. 
Refreshments provided. Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 24850 SE 
Issaquah-Fall City Rd, Issaquah 98029--Between 247th Pl SE & Klahanie Dr SE/252nd Ave SE.  

 

Saturday, November 7, 5:30- 8 pm  
2015 SONGEA SOIRÉE: Pump It Up: Our annual dinner auction will be held again this year at 
the Northwest African American Museum in Seattle. The theme will help us visualize how each 
person can be an important part of supplying solar power to “pump up” clean, sustainable water 
from the deep aquifers of our newly drilled well and deliver it to storage tanks, then into pipes 
which will provide gravity fed water to orphanage duplexes in Hope Village. Evening includes 
food, drinks, a great auction and a captivating program. All proceeds benefit the orphans.  

 
JIRANI MWEMA (GOOD NEIGHBOR): Songea’s Kids Partner in Tanzania 
 

Jirani Mwema is registered with the Tanzania government as a non-
governmental organization (NGO), an organization that is neither a part 
of the government nor a for-profit business, comparable to a charitable 
501c3 organization in the USA. It is headquartered in Songea, Tanzania, 
and cares for orphaned children in Mshangano village, a very poor village 
on the outskirts of Songea. In 2010 Songea’s Kids and Jirani Mwema 
jointly signed a Principles of Operation Agreement and a Charter Initiative 
Agreement for support of children. These agreements detail the terms of 
our partnership in the funding and care of orphaned children in foster 
homes, and the programs that benefit them. Jirani Mwema is governed by 
an all-volunteer Board of Directors representative of the community. The 
Board Chair is Watson Nganiwa.  

        

Staff members include Ramadhan Silim, Chief Operations Officer; 
Zelbabely Nduye, Accountant and Child Sponsor Coordinator; Jane 
Mushi, Matron who oversees care of the children and caregivers); and 
Severina Chaula, Chicken Handler for the successful chicken-raising 
project. The staff  distribute supplies monthly and oversee the care and 
education progress of the orphans supported by Songea’s Kids child 
sponsors and donors. They manage our on-site projects in Mshangano 
and provide detailed accounting of all funds granted to Jirani Mwema 
by Songea’s Kids.                                
                        Angela showing final tailoring project.  
 

The need for Jirani Mwema was highlighted by the deep poverty level and social disintegration resulting 
from premature deaths from malaria and the HIV/AIDS pandemic in the isolated and underserved,  
southern Ruvuma Region. Jirani Mwema’s mission is to provide orphan children with basic rights in 
their lives, including the right to food, clothing, health care, and education and training for employment 
and future security. You can learn more about Jirani Mwema on Songea’s Kids website 
www.songeaskids.org and in the Annual Report published earlier this year. 
 

 Improving Student Retention Rates: Staff work hard to improve student retention rates 

and successes by encouraging participation in tutoring sessions and special camps to prepare 
them for national examinations. They also educate caregivers on the importance of encouraging 
their children to study hard. Additionally, staff meet regularly with students to hear about 
challenges they are experiencing and help them learn healthy life skills to respond. 
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 Chicken Project Expansion: Using reserve funds from the current chicken-raising project 
(actual project chickens below), Jirani will add a batch of commercial “layer” chicks in July 2015 
to continue providing eggs for the orphans and their caregivers.  
 

They will also build a “commercial broilers” chicken house to expand 
revenue production for the orphans’ support. Commercial broilers 
require a very short raising time until market ready, and are sold for 
meat to make room for a new batch of chicks. To further support the 
project, Jirani Mwema’s Trustee, the Ruvuma Diocese of ELCT, has 
generously provided Jirani Mwema with land in rural Mwanamonga to 
cultivate maize for the production of chicken food. The Diocese also 
asked Jirani Mwema to investigate other suitable crops that will provide 
income to support orphan care. As a result, business plans are now 
being created for a short-term timber growing project that will be 
focused on generating income from the sale of trees.  

 

 Women’s Tailoring Cooperative Update: The 
commercial grade treadle sewing machines funded by 
private donors and East Lake Washington Home 
Economists have arrived in Mshangano (right)! Jirani 
Mwema is identifying a good location near the road at 
Mshangano for the graduates to start tailoring activities. 
The start-up project has been delayed because Jirani 
Mwema’s COO and Child Sponsor Coordinator have been 
ill with malaria. When launched, it will be highly visible to 
villagers who are willing to support this new venture by 
patronizing the tailoring services that will generate income 
for the new entrepreneur orphans. The tailoring students 
are also pursuing an opportunity to make school uniforms.  
 

Jirani Mwema’s Board of Directors is investigating programs to 
teach entrepreneurial skills to the women who are forming the 
Tailoring Cooperative. Part of their mission is to insure the 
success of the young women in this first capital venture in the 
local Mshangano marketplace.  

 
Left: 2014 Tailoring School graduates.  

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS: Agusta Nguwila Receives Support for Higher Education 
 

Against all odds, Agusta Nguwila, a student served by Jirani Mwema, was able to pass national 
examinations at the completion of secondary school. She wants to continue 
studies to become a teacher. Here is a description of the situation from 
Zelbabely Nduye, the Child Sponsor Coordinator for Jirani Mwema:  
 

"At the end of 2O14 Jirani Mwema has one student who completed form four in 
O-level secondary education. Our COO informed Songea’s Kids about her 
results. We have been continuing to find a school where the student will go to 
join.”  
 

The boarding school expenses, including tuition and fees, would have made it 
impossible for Agusta to continue. Thanks to two recent, generous donations 
to the Songea’s Kids Education Fund, Agusta’s dream is coming true. She 
enters Ruhika School in July 2015.  
  



 
REMEMBERING NEHEMIA NYANG’UYE 

 
Reverend Nehemia Nyang'uye was Jirani Mwema’s first Chief Operations 
Officer, a committed advocate for the most vulnerable orphans in Songea 
and a friend to Songea’s Kids Board of Directors and volunteers. Our 
Board was saddened with news in March 2015 that Rev. Nehemia had 
died tragically when his motorcycle was hit by a car on a dangerous road 
near Ukemele, Tanzania where he served a congregation since 2011.  
 
His colleagues and friends, as well as his family, are in shock after the 
death of this servant leader. During his tenure with Jirani Mwema, Rev. 
Nehemia worked with great dedication and compassion to oversee care 
for orphans of all faiths that Songea’s Kids supports in Mshangano 
Village, Songea. Songea’s Kids is thankful for the years we worked beside 

him to accomplish our shared vision of improving the lives of these vulnerable children. A gentle, 
smiling, humble friend--he will be greatly missed. Rev. Nehemia was buried in his home village of 
Palangavanu in Njombe, Tanzania. He leaves behind a wife and two young sons. 
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A note from your U.S. Child Health and Welfare Team volunteers: Arlene, Sophia and Winnie, 
and from Child Sponsor Coordinator Julie Nanda: 
 
Dear Sponsors and Donors: your support is transforming the lives of the orphans supported by 
Songea’s Kids. Thank you for being there and caring! The staff and caretakers of Jirani Mwema 
each month ask us to tell you of their great appreciation for your faithful support. They see the 
children thriving and are so thankful to you! 
 

EACH OF YOU IS A PARTNER—YOU MAKE OUR PROGRESS POSSIBLE. THANK YOU!! 
 
 

 
 
Just for Fun! Getting a cooking lesson in Mshangano:  
 
Caretakers of the orphans invited Linda Hines to help them 
prepare a feast for the celebration with the children last fall. 
Picture yourself chopping stacks of greens to put in a huge 
pot stirred over an open fire outdoors. Lots of laughter and 
relationship building while working together - but they are 
much faster in accomplishing this task and invited her to 
dance with them instead!!  
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